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Academic education and career.

Born in Italy on April 30", 1943 , he was educated at the Biology and Medical
Schools of the First University of Rome “La Sapienza” where he got a degree
in Biological Sciences (1967) and a degree in Medicine and Surgery(1974).
His academic career spans from Research Assistant to Full Professor of
Medical Microbiology at the Universities of Rome
Sapienza (197 0-1980), L'Aquila (1984) and the
Medical Faculty of the , University of Perugia, Italy
(2012-2014) . He was Visiting Scientist and Fellow of
the Chemical Microbiology Unit, in the Department of
Biochemistry of the University of Cambridge (UK)
(1076-77) and Visiting Professor at the Science
Faculty, Imperial College, London, UK. He is fellow of
the American Academy of Microbiology and
Microbiology and Vaccine Consultant at the “Polo
della genomica, genetica e biologia at the University
of Siena (ltaly).

Research Interests and contributions
His major research interests span the whole field of medical microbiology with
a focus on public health relevant fields, vaccines and antifungal immunity.
Major research achievements are in the field of biology, pathogenicity and
immunity in human fungal diseases, in antifungal and pertussis vaccines and
in diagnostic and control of emerging infections (see major publications
below) .

Publications
Over 280 papers as primary research publications, over 50 invited reviews,

editorials, commentaries and book chapters. Five patents on fungal vaccines
and immunotherapeutics (see details below).

Bibliometry

H-index: 85; Total Citations (as of June 27th ,2022) : 22668 (Google
Scholars).

Awards
1.1996 “Agostino Bassi Award” by the Italian Medical Mycology Association
for the “high distinction in medical mycology research”.



2. 2010 “Sebetia-ter” International Award for “high distinction in research in
infectious diseases”.

3. 2013. Gold Medal of the ltalian Minister of Health, the highest Italian
recognition in the field of Public Health, for the “Excellence of research and
public health service”.

4. 2017. American Academy of Microbiology, Joseph Hologic Public Health
award for “Exemplary leadership and service in Public Health”

Major Societies

American Society of Microbiology, The Infectious Diseases Society of
Americas , the American Academy of Microbiology. Royal Microscopical
Society.

Editorial Activity (EB member)
mBio

Pathogens and global health
Clinical and Vaccine Immunolog
Vaccine

Public Health Service

His research and academic careers have been complemented by an intense
public health service as Research Director, Head of the Laboratory of
Bacteriology and Medical Mycology at the Istituto Superiore di Sanita
(National Health Institute, ISS) in Rome, Italy (1988-2003), then Director of
the Department of Infectious, Parasitic and Immune-mediated Diseases of the
same Institute from March 2003 to May 2009. In this position, he has
directed surveillance and research teams on emerging infectious diseases ,
including arthropod borne viral diseases and influenza, and has been public
health consultant for National and International Regulatory Bodies such as
the Italian Ministry of Health, the European Community, the Health
Protection Agency in UK and the European Center for Diseases Control
(Stockholm, Sweden) where he has represented the Italian Medical
Microbiology as National Microbiology Focal Point.
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